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WENDELL
A Wake County man

who is accused of abusing
his missing mother and
taking money from her
told sheriff's investigators
when they first questioned
him that 74-year-old Car-
olyn Sue Fox went to visit
friends in Canada with her
four dogs and has moved
to a Philippine island,
according to search war-
rants for her home.
The warrants also reveal

that deputies have used a

cadaver dog to search the
yard around Fox’s house
at 6524 Turnipseed Road,
the crawl space under it
and the rooms inside,

although
that has not
produced
any clues,
according
to an affida-
vit sub-
mitted to a
Superior
Court judge

to back up the request for
one of the warrants.
Stephen Owen Schrader

Jr., 53, told authorities
when they interviewed

him at the house on Oct. 3
that his mother had a
passport and had left her

oxygen tank behind be-
cause the air quality in
Cebu would make it un-

necessary.
Schrader also said he

was not sure what date his
mother had left, who took
her to the airport or who
the Canadian friends are.
When investigators

checked Schrader’s story,
they found that Fox has no
passport and that he had
surrendered his mother’s
four dogs to the Wake
County Animal Shelter on
July 20. He said the dogs’
owner had injuries that
prevents that person from
taking care of them any-
more.
A friend of Fox’s report-

ed her missing on Oct. 3

because she had not seen
Fox since mid-July and
believed Schrader had
threatened previously to
hurt his mother.
Schrader was arrested

Oct. 10 on charges of
obtaining property by false
pretense, exploiting the
trust of a disabled or el-
derly person and abusing a
disabled or elderly person
inflicting serious injury.
He remains in the Wake

County Detention Center
in lieu of $200,000 bail.
Schrader initially said

Fox was not getting any
medical treatment and “is
just eating,” Investigator
T.S. Barefoot wrote in one
affidavit. But he also said
that his mother suffers
from Alzheimer’s disease
and dementia and that he
had received some mail
from Canada indicating
she was being treated
there, according to author-
ities.
He had thrown away

Accused son says missing
mom went to Philippines
BY RON GALLAGHER
rgallagher@newsobserver.com

SEE MISSING, 3A

PUBLIC SAFETY

AARON MOODY amoody@newsobserver.com

Investigators follow a search dog into the woods behind
the home of missing woman Carolyn Sue Fox on
Turnipseed Road near Wendell.

Fox

WENDELL
By day, Jim Babson can

be found managing the
Carolina Mini Storage
facility on Wendell Boule-
vard.
On the side, though, the

three-year Wendell resi-
dent oversees a separate
operation – a website
housing informational
videos for students, edu-

cators and
adults alike,
to utilize as
career ex-
ploration
resources.
It’s a

suitable
venture for
a man who
has held

jobs in several different
lines of work, including
online marketing, sales
and radio. Babson’s expe-
riences along his own

varied career path were, as
he put it, 100 percent
what prompted him to
launch
uscareersonline.com in
November, 2015.
“The purpose (of the

website) is to bring aware-
ness to the various careers
that could make a differ-
ence in the life of an in-
dividual,” Babson said.
“It’s about not knowing
the direction exactly of
where your path will go in
life. It happens when we

have people who don’t
have a path of where they
want to go in life in terms
of a career, and a video, a
four-minute video, could
make a difference in that.”
Babson said the website

got rolling after he pitched
the idea to state legislators
and it was suggested that
he do something to pro-
mote the tourism and
agriculture industries.
That led to the creation

of videos on tourism, film-
ed in Mount Airy, in farm-

ing, shot in the Beaufort
County town of Pantego.
Babson called on Kim
Brame, a friend he met in
a previous job at Bell-
South, and her ci Produc-
tions company to produce
the videos for the site.
“The problem he had

was finding a video pro-
ducer who would invest a
whole lot of their own
time in it,” said Brame,
who lives near Wake For-
est. “He told me about it, I
loved the concept of it,
and we agreed it was
something that was worth
becoming involved in.”

MANY APPLICATIONS
The videos are three to

four minutes in length,
offering perspectives from
students pursuing careers

COURTESY OF KIM BRAME

A ci Productions crew works on an agriculture career promotional video at Boerema Farms in Pantego, N.C. in 2015.

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

Website videos intended to
answer career questions
BY AARON MOODY
amoody@newsobserver.com
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Jim Babson

RALEIGH
Wake County voters

agreed to raise the sales
tax to expand public tran-
sit options.
With all precincts re-

porting, about 53 percent
of voters supported a ref-
erendum to raise the sales
tax by a half-cent to help
pay for a 10-year, $2.3
billion plan to add com-
muter rail and increase
bus service throughout the
county.
Wake’s Board of Com-

missioners decided earlier
this year to put the refer-
endum on the ballot.
Board members have said
the tax hike is worth it to
potentially reduce traffic
congestion and improve
connectivity.
Commissioner Matt

Calabria said the county’s
support for the referen-
dum showed that Wake is
a “forward-thinking” com-
munity.
“You can’t be a world-

class region unless you
have strong infrastructure.
Voters showed tonight
that we want to continue
to stay ahead of the
curve,” Calabria said.
“Our future and our chil-
dren’s future will be
brighter for what we did
today.”
The referendum’s ap-

proval would give Go-
Triangle, a regional trans-
portation authority and
provider, permission to
raise the sales tax rate
from 2 percent, the cur-
rent level, to 2.5 percent.
The state government
levies a 4.75 sales tax rate.
The referendum also

enables the county and

Wake
voters
approve
tax hike
for transit
BY PAUL A. SPECHT
aspecht@newsobserver.com

SEE TRANSIT, 3A

Voters elected two new
Wake County school board
members on Tuesday who
overcame heavy odds to
defeat more well-financed,
establishment-supported

candidates.
Donald Agee defeated

school board Chairman
Tom Benton in a four-way
race to represent northern
and eastern Wake in Dis-
trict 1. Lindsay Mahaffey
defeated two other new-
comers for the open Dis-
trict 8 seat representing
southwest Wake.

Voters also re-elected six
school board members and
Roxie Cash, a former
board member who ran
unopposed. Tuesday’s
results aren’t expected to
lead to a major change in
the direction of the state’s
largest school system.
Pre-election campaign

finance reports showed

both Agee and Mahaffey
were significantly behind
their opponents in fund-
raising. Their opponents
also had the backing of
current school board mem-
bers, political parties and
community leaders.
“It goes to show that

things like the school
board go beyond partisan

politics,” Mahaffey said
Wednesday. “I’m very glad
it’s a non-partisan race.
“I spoke with people

who were strong Repub-
licans and who were strong
Democrats. We don’t teach
children one way or the
other based on party poli-
tics.”
Mahaffey had raised less

than half as much money
as second-place finisher
Gil Pagan, who was en-
dorsed by the Wake Coun-
ty Republican Party.
Mahaffey raised one-

tenth the amount collected

by Gary Lewis, a Repub-
lican who finished third.

Lewis’ sup-
porters
included
school
board mem-
bers, the
Wake Coun-
ty chapter
of the N.C.
Association
of Educa-

tors and labor groups.
Mahaffey, a substitute

teacher who previously

Donald Agee, Lindsay Mahaffey
elected to Wake school board
BY T. KEUNG HUI
khui@newsobserver.com

Agee
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To RSVP, please call 919-701-6852

PLEASE JOIN US
SATURDAY, NOV.19

12:00-2:00pm

Hot off the grill! This Saturday, come to Carillon
Assisted Living of Knightdale for a hearty lunch. Come
taste and tour our beautiful community for seniors.

At Carillon, our seniors hold the keys to the good life.
Our care keeps their best life within reach.

And Carillon is home to the highly regarded
Alzheimer’s care program, The Garden Place.

Full-time and respite care available.

Call Carillon Today!

Come Gather Round
for Beef Brisket and BBQ!

www.carillonassistedliving.com • 2408 Hodge Road

that mail, however, the
investigators said he told
them.
Barefoot said investiga-

tors found another of
Fox’s friends who told
them she had taken Fox to
a doctor’s appointment on
July 14 and last spoke with
her by phone two days
later.
The woman got no an-

swer when she called the
house on July 19 to ar-
range to pick up Fox for
another doctor’s appoint-
ment, Barefoot said. The
woman also said Fox was
supposed to have begun
treatment for cancer on
July 21.
Schrader was made a

co-owner of Fox’s Wells
Fargo bank account on
July 5, investigators said,
and he got a debit card for
the account.
Looking at three

months’ of records, Bare-
foot told the judge there
had been “countless debit
card transactions from Mr.

Schrader’s card.” A credit
report showed that Fox‘s
credit cards were nearing
their maximums, the affi-
davit said.
From what the sheriff’s

office could learn, Bare-
foot said, Fox has income
from Social Security, a
Fidelity Investments pen-
sion and an annuity from
Allianz Life Insurance Co.
Schrader appears to have
no income, Barefoot said.
Investigators first

searched the house, which
Fox owns, on Oct. 4, the
day after they interviewed
Schrader.
One of the search war-

rants returned Friday to
the Wake County Clerk of
Courts lists 37 items that
investigators took away,
including $12,200 that
was in a bag inside a
locked box in Schrader’s
bedroom.
They also found a life

insurance policy for Fox
and Schrader’s passport.
Also on the list was

paperwork relating to a
mental evaluation Schrad-
er had undergone at an
unspecified date and pa-
perwork for anger man-
agement treatment for
him.
From a pantry, they

took a box that held a
hatchet. In other rooms,
they collected knives,
saws and a machete, the
warrant says.
They also seized Fox’s

gold, 2001 Buick Regal,
which they said Schrader
had been driving.
The same day, a search

warrant let investigators
look through a partially
built house on a lot next
door that Fox had deeded
to Schrader, but they took
nothing from there. They
said the house had been
under construction since
2006 and is unfinished.
Two days later, investi-

gators went back to Tur-
nipseed Road with a new
search warrant and took
away multiple pairs of
shoes, another warrant
says.

Ron Gallagher:
919-829-4572, @RPGKT
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GoTriangle to apply for
state and federal grants,
which will help fund the
plan.
The Wake Transit Plan

calls on the county to
build a commuter rail
system between Garner
and Durham with stops at
N.C. State University,
downtown Cary, Research
Triangle Park, Morrisville
near RDU International
Airport and Duke Uni-
versity in Durham.
The plan also aims to

introduce Bus Rapid Tran-
sit, which runs buses in
dedicated lanes and gives
them priority at traffic
signals. BRT buses would
mostly run along four
main corridors in Ra-
leigh’s core: Western Bou-
levard, Capital Boulevard,
New Bern Avenue and
Wilmington Street. They

would also connect to
downtown Cary, Wake-
Med Raleigh and the
Tryon Road-U.S. 401
intersection near Garner.
The transit plan and the

associated referendum
have been a political issue
for years.
Democrats won full

control of the county
board in 2014 on the
promise that they’d boost
funding for public schools
and expand Wake’s transit
options. Republicans who
previously controlled the
board hesitated to put a
referendum on the ballot,
saying Wake isn’t dense
enough to warrant the
needed spending.
A previous proposal

excluded BRT and in-
cluded light rail – which
features faster trains than
commuter rail.

The Wake County Re-
publican Party, Wake
County Taxpayers Associ-
ation, John Locke Founda-
tion and at least one local
mayor oppose the refer-
endum. But the changes
were enough to draw sup-
port from the Regional
Transportation Alliance,
which opposed the pre-
vious plan, as well as 75
other organizations and
businesses.
“The result of today’s

vote and the efforts of a
large, diverse coalition of
organizations and busi-
nesses will be a profound,
positive impact on the
economy, connectivity,
and quality of our lives in
Wake County and the
Triangle,” said Karen
Rindge, executive director
of WakeUP Wake County,
which supported the refer-
endum.

Paul A. Specht:
919-829-4870,
@AndySpecht
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and from professionals in
the field. Most are for
careers that require certifi-
cation programs or associ-
ate degrees.
They also play to the

benefit of a wide range of
people and organizations.
They appeal to grade

school and college stu-
dents, and to adults look-
ing to re-enter or reposi-
tion themselves in the
workforce. Teachers at all
levels can use the videos
to provide students with a
snapshot of a career they
may be interested in.
Companies and organi-

zations benefit, too, spon-
soring some of the cost of
producing the videos in
exchange for a chance to
plug their respective in-

dustries.
“The entities pay a frac-

tion of the retail cost of
producing the videos,”
Brame said. “It’s solely
because we think we’re
making an investment in
the future of our state.”

HOPEFUL FOR LOCAL
The website currently

has 10 videos on careers
including certified nursing
assistant, health informa-
tion technology, automo-
tive, commercial driving,
medical laboratory tech-
nology, dental assistant,
welding and construction.
Fourteen more are in

the works, including en-
trepreneurship, book-
keeping, EMS/EMT, fire-
fighting, business for art-

ists, coding and adult
college prep.
Most of the career vid-

eos, however, have been
initiated out of state, by
the University of New
Mexico at Gallup. Both
Babson and Brame are
hoping to see that change
– hoping to break through
the formula the local aca-
demic arena has tradition-
ally followed to promote
their programs.
“This is matter not of,

‘Do we need to.’ This is a
matter of, ‘We must.’
We’ve got to get a better
workforce trained,” Bab-
son said. “This is the
bridge to getting more
people involved to get the
skills needed to get the
jobs to grow the economy.
That’s what it is all
about.”

Aaron Moody:
919-829-4806,
@easternwakenews
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taught full time, was the
lone Democrat in the Dis-
trict 8 race. But she wasn’t
endorsed by the Wake
County Democratic Party.
“I hope to work with

people regardless of their
political philosophies be-
cause it ultimately comes
down to what’s best for the
children of Wake County,”
said Mahaffey, who cam-
paigned on her teaching
background.
In District 1, Agee was

endorsed by the Wake
County Republican Party.
The former Wake County
school facilities depart-
ment employee cam-
paigned as a conservative
who would make the dis-

trict more efficient.
Agee was fighting

against Benton’s more
than two-to-one
fundraising edge that al-
lowed the incumbent to
send mailers touting en-
dorsements from Wake
NCAE, most of the District
1 mayors and other com-
munity leaders. Benton
was also backed by the
Wake County Democratic
Party and several school
board members.
Agee may have bene-

fited from a state law that
moved the Wake school
board elections out of
odd-numbered years when
only municipal races were
on the ballot. Far more

ballots were cast Tuesday
for school board candi-
dates than in prior con-
tests.
Even though Democratic

presidential nominee Hill-
ary Clinton won Wake
County, Benton had to
contend with how District
1 voters went for Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump,
the Republican nominee.
“It’s unfortunate that

these school board elec-
tions were moved to even
years because I’m not sure
they got the attention they
deserved,” said Perry
Woods, a political consul-
tant who worked for both
Benton and Lewis. “It
appears that partisanship
was an important factor in
voter choice.”

T. Keung Hui:
919-829-4534, @nckhui
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WENDELL
A Wake County man

who is accused of abusing
his missing mother and
taking money from her
told sheriff's investigators
when they first questioned
him that 74-year-old Car-
olyn Sue Fox went to visit
friends in Canada with her
four dogs and has moved
to a Philippine island,
according to search war-
rants for her home.
The warrants also reveal

that deputies have used a

cadaver dog to search the
yard around Fox’s house
at 6524 Turnipseed Road,
the crawl space under it
and the rooms inside,

although
that has not
produced
any clues,
according
to an affida-
vit sub-
mitted to a
Superior
Court judge

to back up the request for
one of the warrants.
Stephen Owen Schrader

Jr., 53, told authorities
when they interviewed

him at the house on Oct. 3
that his mother had a
passport and had left her

oxygen tank behind be-
cause the air quality in
Cebu would make it un-

necessary.
Schrader also said he

was not sure what date his
mother had left, who took
her to the airport or who
the Canadian friends are.
When investigators

checked Schrader’s story,
they found that Fox has no
passport and that he had
surrendered his mother’s
four dogs to the Wake
County Animal Shelter on
July 20. He said the dogs’
owner had injuries that
prevents that person from
taking care of them any-
more.
A friend of Fox’s report-

ed her missing on Oct. 3

because she had not seen
Fox since mid-July and
believed Schrader had
threatened previously to
hurt his mother.
Schrader was arrested

Oct. 10 on charges of
obtaining property by false
pretense, exploiting the
trust of a disabled or el-
derly person and abusing a
disabled or elderly person
inflicting serious injury.
He remains in the Wake

County Detention Center
in lieu of $200,000 bail.
Schrader initially said

Fox was not getting any
medical treatment and “is
just eating,” Investigator
T.S. Barefoot wrote in one
affidavit. But he also said
that his mother suffers
from Alzheimer’s disease
and dementia and that he
had received some mail
from Canada indicating
she was being treated
there, according to author-
ities.
He had thrown away

Accused son says missing
mom went to Philippines
BY RON GALLAGHER
rgallagher@newsobserver.com

SEE MISSING, 3A

PUBLIC SAFETY

AARON MOODY amoody@newsobserver.com

Investigators follow a search dog into the woods behind
the home of missing woman Carolyn Sue Fox on
Turnipseed Road near Wendell.

Fox

WENDELL
By day, Jim Babson can

be found managing the
Carolina Mini Storage
facility on Wendell Boule-
vard.
On the side, though, the

three-year Wendell resi-
dent oversees a separate
operation – a website
housing informational
videos for students, edu-

cators and
adults alike,
to utilize as
career ex-
ploration
resources.
It’s a

suitable
venture for
a man who
has held

jobs in several different
lines of work, including
online marketing, sales
and radio. Babson’s expe-
riences along his own

varied career path were, as
he put it, 100 percent
what prompted him to
launch
uscareersonline.com in
November, 2015.
“The purpose (of the

website) is to bring aware-
ness to the various careers
that could make a differ-
ence in the life of an in-
dividual,” Babson said.
“It’s about not knowing
the direction exactly of
where your path will go in
life. It happens when we

have people who don’t
have a path of where they
want to go in life in terms
of a career, and a video, a
four-minute video, could
make a difference in that.”
Babson said the website

got rolling after he pitched
the idea to state legislators
and it was suggested that
he do something to pro-
mote the tourism and
agriculture industries.
That led to the creation

of videos on tourism, film-
ed in Mount Airy, in farm-

ing, shot in the Beaufort
County town of Pantego.
Babson called on Kim
Brame, a friend he met in
a previous job at Bell-
South, and her ci Produc-
tions company to produce
the videos for the site.
“The problem he had

was finding a video pro-
ducer who would invest a
whole lot of their own
time in it,” said Brame,
who lives near Wake For-
est. “He told me about it, I
loved the concept of it,
and we agreed it was
something that was worth
becoming involved in.”

MANY APPLICATIONS
The videos are three to

four minutes in length,
offering perspectives from
students pursuing careers

COURTESY OF KIM BRAME

A ci Productions crew works on an agriculture career promotional video at Boerema Farms in Pantego, N.C. in 2015.
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Jim Babson

RALEIGH
Wake County voters

agreed to raise the sales
tax to expand public tran-
sit options.
With all precincts re-

porting, about 53 percent
of voters supported a ref-
erendum to raise the sales
tax by a half-cent to help
pay for a 10-year, $2.3
billion plan to add com-
muter rail and increase
bus service throughout the
county.
Wake’s Board of Com-

missioners decided earlier
this year to put the refer-
endum on the ballot.
Board members have said
the tax hike is worth it to
potentially reduce traffic
congestion and improve
connectivity.
Commissioner Matt

Calabria said the county’s
support for the referen-
dum showed that Wake is
a “forward-thinking” com-
munity.
“You can’t be a world-

class region unless you
have strong infrastructure.
Voters showed tonight
that we want to continue
to stay ahead of the
curve,” Calabria said.
“Our future and our chil-
dren’s future will be
brighter for what we did
today.”
The referendum’s ap-

proval would give Go-
Triangle, a regional trans-
portation authority and
provider, permission to
raise the sales tax rate
from 2 percent, the cur-
rent level, to 2.5 percent.
The state government
levies a 4.75 sales tax rate.
The referendum also

enables the county and

Wake
voters
approve
tax hike
for transit
BY PAUL A. SPECHT
aspecht@newsobserver.com
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Voters elected two new
Wake County school board
members on Tuesday who
overcame heavy odds to
defeat more well-financed,
establishment-supported

candidates.
Donald Agee defeated

school board Chairman
Tom Benton in a four-way
race to represent northern
and eastern Wake in Dis-
trict 1. Lindsay Mahaffey
defeated two other new-
comers for the open Dis-
trict 8 seat representing
southwest Wake.

Voters also re-elected six
school board members and
Roxie Cash, a former
board member who ran
unopposed. Tuesday’s
results aren’t expected to
lead to a major change in
the direction of the state’s
largest school system.
Pre-election campaign

finance reports showed

both Agee and Mahaffey
were significantly behind
their opponents in fund-
raising. Their opponents
also had the backing of
current school board mem-
bers, political parties and
community leaders.
“It goes to show that

things like the school
board go beyond partisan

politics,” Mahaffey said
Wednesday. “I’m very glad
it’s a non-partisan race.
“I spoke with people

who were strong Repub-
licans and who were strong
Democrats. We don’t teach
children one way or the
other based on party poli-
tics.”
Mahaffey had raised less

than half as much money
as second-place finisher
Gil Pagan, who was en-
dorsed by the Wake Coun-
ty Republican Party.
Mahaffey raised one-

tenth the amount collected

by Gary Lewis, a Repub-
lican who finished third.

Lewis’ sup-
porters
included
school
board mem-
bers, the
Wake Coun-
ty chapter
of the N.C.
Association
of Educa-

tors and labor groups.
Mahaffey, a substitute

teacher who previously

Donald Agee, Lindsay Mahaffey
elected to Wake school board
BY T. KEUNG HUI
khui@newsobserver.com

Agee
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